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August 15-17, 1910 

  First Rotary Convention was held in 
Chicago.   Rotary has 16 clubs with 
over 1,000 members.  The National 

Association of Rotary Clubs was 
formed. 

    Source: R.G.H.F. 

Rotary Archive  

òPerhaps dreaming is not so bad if one dreams good dreams and makes them come trueó  Paul Harris 

                                                                                                   

 

 
Rotarians At This Yearõs Summer Festival 

 

   *** Birthdays***  

Darcy Lynch  Aug.9 

Rick Walton  Aug. 9 

Will Wadsworth              Aug. 11 

Mary Kay Yanik  Aug. 12 

PP Dick Thomas Aug. 30 

 *** Anniversaries***  

PP Chris Rider  Aug. 2 

Mary Kay Yanik  Aug. 3 

PP Linda Gibbs  Aug. 11 

Mo  Dalton  Aug. 12 

Marilyn Lyon  Aug. 13 

Sid Symington  Aug. 13 

Charles Tyo, Jr.  Aug. 14 

Bill Brummett  Aug. 24 

Bill Derby  Aug. 25 

Bruce Godsave  Aug. 27 

www.GeneseoRotary.com 

        Clockwise upper right: Scott 
Kamakaris, PP Linda Gibbs and 
Mary Kay Yanik,  Rick Walton, 
and PP Steve Wiener. 

                                          Gretchen Bailey & Sally Gallivan 

Photos by Bob Lyon 



 

 

 The Geneseo Community Players  

summer production performed òThe 

25th Annual Putnam County        

Spelling Beeó on July 22-24 at the  

Geneseo Central 

School.  

     PP Kurt was      

cast as Douglas 

Panch/Oliveõs 

Dad.  

R.I. Vice President          

Speaks at Club Meeting 

     Rotary International VP Thomas 
Thorfinnson spoke to our Club on 
July 19th.  He was introduced  by 
PDG John Hall.   

     VP Thorfinnson began by stating 
he was brought into the Hopkins, 

Minnesota Rotary Club in 1980 by his father.   He went 
on to relate some of his experiences in a Club where 
most of the members were much older than he was.   

     VP Thorfinnson mentioned the five core values of 
Rotary:   integrity, service, fellowship, diversity and 
leadership. Besides the core values, he stated a Club 
has to also make the Rotary experience fun for its 
members.  

     He spoke about two of the Rotary core values in 
detail.  The first was fellowship.   He related how his 
club assisted one of its  members who had been diag-
nosed with pancreatic  cancer.   The members  visited 
this person when he was in the hospital and when he 
was at home.   They also  brought the family meals.  
In addition, they took turns staying with him so his 
wife could take time to do other things.  Fellowship to 
the family continued after his passing.   The Club 
members showed their support by attending his      
funeral. 

     The second Rotary core value he discussed was       
service, specifically  a water project he was involved in 
in the country of Ghana where 88% of the population 
has no improved sanitation.  VP Thorfinnson told of a 
school he visited  where  he witnessed students who 
had no access to proper toilet facilities and  how his 
senses became overwhelmed  as he toured the schoolõs 
courtyard.  He also said a lack of private sanitation  
discourages girls from attending/staying in school.  
Service is a major element of Rotaryõs mission and 
projects such as this will improve the quality of life for 
people in need. 

 

VP Thorfinnson is a graduate of St. Olaf College and        
Marquette Law School.  He is general counsel for the  
Accra Care Group, a non-profit organization that       
provides health care to needy people. He is on the board 
for the First Minnetonka City Bank (1998-present).  He 
is a member of the Rotary Club of Eden Prairie Noon, 
Minnesota.  VP Thorfinnson is a Past District Governor 
(1996-97).  He has received the RI Service Above Self 
Award (2001) and The Rotary Foundation Citation for 
Meritorious Service (2004).  He has led nine volunteer 
groups to Haiti and Nigeria and is an active supporter of 
water projects in  developing countries.   He and his wife 
Jamie have two daughters. 
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        At the District Changeover        

Dinner held at the Esperanza Mansion 

on June 30th,  DG Jeff Krans  presented 

PP/ADG Chris Rider with the District 

Simplified Grant  letter in the amount of 

$1,250.  The money will be used to    

defray the cost of the replacement roof 

on the cabin in the Village Park. 

Visit this new website for Rotary            

merchandise: books, songs,                      

videos & multimedia,  posters,      

calendars, brochures & promotional 

items, kits, forms, etc.  *****  



 

 

      

Letter  From PP Dick and Pres. Matt 
     Once again Geneseo has successfully completed its biggest and busiest weekend.  Our Rotary     
Summer Festival, Sidewalk Sales, Teddy Bear Parade, Kiwanis Classic Car Show, and Air Show all     
combined to present the best in family fun and entertainment.  The SUNY Geneseo Alumni weekend 
added to the festivities. 

     The rain on Friday did little to dampen the enthusiasm of the volunteers and the attendees. 

     Rotaryõs Festival in the Park was kicked off by what appeared to be the largest Teddy Bear Parade 
ever.  We thank G.U.M.A. for their work in its success.  Its arrival at the Park began a day of fun and 
good food.  The children were greeted at the park by Gary the Happy Pirate, who again put on an        
excellent performance. 

     Saturday ended with another free concert by The Skycoasters, who again put on an outstanding      
performance before an enthusiastic crowd that filled the Park. 

     The crowd included three class reunions from Geneseo Central School.  The Festival has become the 
favorite venue for the reunions that are celebrated in a tent with free entertainment provided by the      
Skycoasters and delicious food available at the Park. 

     The Skycoasters concert attracted a record setting crowd that danced and enjoyed the music on a 
beautiful  evening.  The 50/50 drawing proceeds went to the Genesee Valley Rotary Summer Camp, 
which provides overnight camping for children with disabilities. 

     While Rotarians are the most visible group that makes the event so popular, there are many individu-
als and groups that contribute to its success.  Without  them, we could not possibly make this happen. 

     The Kiwanis Club provides the tables and chairs for our food tent.  Dave Linton and his crew are     
invaluable.  They deliver and help with the tables setting them up and taking them down.  We couldnõt 
do it without them.  Campus Auxiliary Services provided the equipment we used to present our Pancake 
Breakfasts.  We thank all for their contribution. 

     Geneseo Hardware and Rental did an excellent job providing all of the tents as well as tables and 
chairs. 

     The Village D.P.W. again provided us with a beautiful park, dumpsters, trash containers and            
barricades for parking control and everything we asked for.  We thank them and congratulate the Village 
Board for having such a great crew. 

     The Geneseo Police Department, as always, ensured another incident free event.  We are grateful for 
the attention that they gave to our festival.  The Livingston County Sheriffõs Department brought in their 
weekend crews to clean up the grounds. 

     The Churches that participate with their food presentations again were a big part of the festivalõs        
success, as was the Teresa House pasta dinner. 

     Geneseo Rotary thanks all of those who made our festival the premiere event in our community and 
we look forward to next yearõs celebration which we hope will be bigger and better. 

     We  are always looking for suggestions that will improve our festival.      

(NOTE: This Letter to the Editor was printed in the July 22, 2010 Livingston County News)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by PP Dick 
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